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For many reasons, Ce:Wi Duag, the Scenic Santa Ritas, is an important place to
our Arizona community. First of all, it has its community importance. This mountain
range is sacred to our local indigenous tribes; Tohono O’odham, Sonoran O’odham, and
Pasqua Yaqui. It’s also home to a multitude of biomes, our sky islands, and our riparian
areas, making this mountain range vital for some of our most endangered species. Since
2007, countless community members and non profit organizations have been fighting
against the Hudbay Rosemont Copper Mine, a massive open-pit copper mine planned for
the beautiful Santa Rita Mountains in the Sky Islands region outside Tucson, Arizona.
The mine, a project of Hudbay Minerals, Inc., was proposed to be sited in the Rosemont
valley, planned to be a mile wide, a mile-and-a-half long and more than 3,000 feet deep.
Billions of tons of toxic waste excavated from the pit would be piled 600 to 800 feet high
on thousands of acres of public lands surrounding the privately owned copper deposit,
fouling the air and water and permanently damaging and destroying thousands of acres of
habitat that supports a rich diversity of wildlife. On May 23, U.S. District Court Judge
James A. Soto denied the groups’ request for a temporary restraining order to stop work
at the site on the western slopes of the Santa Ritas and its lawsuit alleging Rosemont was
violating portions of the Clean Water Act. However, Rosemont was given a 404 permit
that would have given them a go ahead to discharge waste on to Colorado National Forest
land. They voluntarily vacated the permit, leading Judge Soto to argue that, in the wake
of the Rosemont mine voluntarily vacating its permit, his court lacked jurisdiction, since
the absence of a valid permit precluded legal relief for the plaintiffs, who included the
Tohono O’odham Nation, Pascua Yaqui and Hopi tribes in addition to Tucson-based
Center for Biological Diversity, Arizona Mining Reform Coalition, Save the Scenic Santa
Ritas and the Sierra Club’s Grand Canyon chapter. All of these who I have contacts with
to help get a kick start on the Save Ce:Wi Duag project. The latest court decision in the
15-year battle to stop the Rosemont Mine project gives Hudbay free rein to continue
work on its property and may open the door for a future that joins two projects over the
north ridge of the Santa Ritas. They started bulldozing and tearing things down without
partaking in any of the processes needed beforehand. This causes severe, immediate, and
irreversible damage to tribal resources, water resources for both faunas in the areas and
cities surrounding the mountain range, and critical wildlife habitats.



The General Mining Laws of 1872 were factually made for colonization. The
federal government was pushing for white settlement in the West. These mines were
intended to encourage colonial expansion into arid “empty” lands. This law grants an
absolute right to mines but sets no standards for prudent mine operations, mine set clean
up, reclamation/restoration, or financial responsibility. Mining has had irreversible
impacts on riparian areas and ecosystems throughout the Western U.S. Hardrock mining
releases toxic substances like mercury, arsenic, lead, and cyanide. Acid mines drain
copper. lead. and zinc into our water supplies as well. Damages from mines have polluted
more than 12,000 miles of American rivers and streams, and 180,000 lakes and
reservoirs. Placer mines, sand mines, and gravel mines have altered flow and sediment
regimes. So despite mines being the number one in producing toxic waste in the U.S.,
mining companies use political clout to opt out of federal hazard waste laws. This is
another example of the government exploiting our environment for capitalistic profit.
One more example is a recent case; West Virginia V.S. The Environmental Protection
Agency. The decision Supreme Court made was that essentially The Clean Air Act does
not constitute a right for the EPA to monitor and limit the number of emissions from
power plants.

If Rosemont does still come to pass, there will be many losses. Insatiable
groundwater pumping at the mine would lower the regional aquifer and possibly dry up
nearby Cienega Creek and it’s headwaters. Cieniga Creek and Las Cienigas are vital to
our ecosystem and the wildlife in the area. An EPA memo says “The Rosemont Mine will
degrade and destroy waters in the Cienega Creek watershed containing regionally rare,
largely intact mosaics of some of the highest quality stream and wetland ecosystems in
Arizona.” This aquifer being drained also supplies the Tucson basin with 20 percent of
its natural groundwater recharge every year — meaning a significant portion of our
drinking water will be endangered. Not to mention the amount of rare to endangered
species in the area that will be majorly affected as well. The Ocelot, Jaguar, Glia Chub,
Chiricahua Leopard Frog, Southwestern Willow Flycatcher, Huachuca Water Umbel,
Northern Mexican Garter Snake, Yellow-Billed Cuckoo, Coleman’s Coralroot, and Coati
will all be in danger of endangerment or extinction due to the mines.

The Santa Rita mountain range is also home to over 10,000 years of indigenous history.
The Tohono O’odham, Pascua Yaqui, Hopi, and many other tribes have been living and
practicing here for generations. The proposed mine will not only be burying dozens of
sacred tribal sites, under almost 2 billion tons of waste. The mine’s construction will
completely destroy both an ancient city and burial ground of the Hohokom people. Dr.



Ned Norris Junior, Chairman of the Tohono O’odham Nation says “As a result of the
mine, Ce:Wi Duag (Santa Ritas) will be forever degraded and our people’s traditions
associated with this area will be lost forever. In my view, the destruction of cultural sites
and landscapes on this scale is nothing short of cultural genocide.” He also says that this
decision further validates that Rosemont's foreign owners have neither the legal right nor
the valid mining claims for their proposed plan to destroy sacred sites beneath a mountain
of poisonous mine waste. Chairman Norris was completely right. Hudbay has illegally
rushed construction on the western side of the mountains, bulldozing ephemeral streams
without notifying the Tribes or complying with the Clean Water Act.

So how will mines be affecting Ce:Wi Duag’s soils and waters? My hypothesis is
that the soil and water in Ce:Wi Duag will be far healthier than those affected by mines,
with lower levels of toxins like mercury, arsenic, lead, and cyanide. I’ll be taking soil and
water samples from 3 areas surrounding the Santa Ritas, and samples from 3 areas
affected by mines; 6 samples of soil and 6 samples of water. I’ll be sending them in for
testing for harmful substances such as lead, mercury, and zinc. The independent variable
will be the region of the Santa Ritas where I get the soil and water samples from, and the
dependent variable will be the amount of toxins and pollutants found in those samples.
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