
 
 

Bacterial Growth on Money 
 

In the midst of a pandemic, there is no bigger concern than the transmission of 
germs and viruses between people. We wondered if the simple act of paying for 
goods and services causes an exchange of bacteria that, if known, could be 
reduced or prevented. Do both cash and credit cards transmit bacteria? 

 

Dollar bills and coins can be filthy. Anything from benign bacteria to dangerous 

superbugs could be hanging out on your currency.  According to Charles Bailey, 

MD, medical director for infection prevention at Providence St. Joseph Health, 

“money serves as a fomite, an inanimate vehicle by which pathogens can be 

spread” (Larson).  In fact, one research study found that viruses were able to 

survive on currency for eight days at room temperature (Angelaki).   

While you might consider an alternative form of payment like credit cards to 
reduce your interaction with bacteria, you cannot avoid it all together. According 
to researchers at Columbia University Medical Center, if a coughing consumer 
hands their credit card to someone across the counter, the potential for 
transmission is very real (Brown).  Some experts are willing to argue that credits 
cards are better transporters of respiratory illness than cash, because viruses 
tend to survive longer on hard than porous surfaces (Brown).  
 
The opinions vary when it comes to determining which form of payment is more 
likely to get you sick. However, it is evident that both cash and credit have the 
potential to share dangerous strains of bacteria. Let’s learn more and stay safe.  
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