
These Hands Are Made 
For Washing

Kindergarten students research which soaps last the 
longest and make their hands feel the best. 



Introduction
We have to wash our hands a lot and we wanted to try new soaps like the soap 
we use in the bathtub.  

After using the school soap, our hands are always dried out and we need a lot of 
lotion from our teachers.  Sometimes the lotion doesn’t help and we have to see 
the nurse. 

We want to try other soaps to see if our hands feel better and also see which soap 
lasts the longest. We want the best soap for the classroom.  



Research
We read a book called 
Germs Are Not For 
Sharing by Elizabeth 
Verdick.

We watched this States of 
Matter for Kids video by 
Learn Bright to talk about 
the three types of soap we 
would use.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=24Yromifcss


Research
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Our reasoning It has a shape that 
does not change.

It moves like slow 
water.

It has bubbles. Like 
air.



Hypothesis/Prediction

We think that foam soap will last longer because the bottle is 
bigger than the bar soap.  We also think that the liquid soap 
will last longer than the bar soap because it is bigger.  



Procedures
1. Brainstorm different types of soaps we could try.
2. Purchase different soaps.
3. Make sure all the soaps are equal sizes.
4. Wash hands for a week with one soap (each class picked a different soap)
5. Compare the soaps to see which one has the most left in it.
6. Decide which soap made our hands feel the best.



Results
Bar Soap

The soap weighed in at 2 oz and ended at less 
than 1 oz after 5 days of morning use. 

The children noticed that their hands weren’t so 
dry and the classroom lotion absorbed into their 
hands better. 

Bar soap was a challenge for the students to use 
and on day 1 it frequently fell on the floor and we 
had to put it in a nylon stocking and tie it to the 
faucet to make it practical to use. 

We also had to keep it wet all the time in a little 
tub so that it would bubble better as the kids 
scrubbed. 



Results
Foam Soap

Started the week at 11 oz and ended at 5 oz.  

The students noticed that the soap would absorb 
into their hands before they got a turn to rinse in the 
sink and would often need a second pump.

On the 3rd day the pump dispenser started to stick 
and needed an adult to dispense it. 

By the end of the week, 8 students went to the 
nurse with dry, red hands.  The classroom lotion 
was not enough and they received Vaseline.



Results
Liquid Soap

It started the week at 11 oz and end at 5.25 oz. 

We noticed that it took twice as long to rinse the 
soap because the soap was so thick.  It took our 
class a lot longer to wash our hands with this 
soap which is why we didn’t let the whole class 
use it every time we washed since it took so long 
to wash with this soap.  

The students said it made their hands softer and 
they didn’t need as much lotion after washing 

hands.  



Conclusion/Discussion
We learned that bar soap ended up the smallest. It also needed to sit in water all 
the time so that it was nice and wet for our hands.Our hands felt soft after we used 
it.

We learned that foam soap was used the middlest. It left our hands feeling dry and 
red. 8 of us needed the nurse’s lotion after using it.

We learned that the liquid soap was used the least. It was hard to wash off so less 
kids could use it. Our hands felt not too bad after we used it.

We still do not know which soap is the best for our classrooms. They 
all were good and bad.
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