
What Repels and Attracts 
Crickets



Question / Introduction
What objects/food repels or attracts crickets? 

I want to solve this problem because when I moved into my 
house, we had a abnormal amount of crickets inside and 
outside our home.



Hypothesis

I think items with sugar will attract crickets and items without will repel. I think this 
because sugar makes things taste better and recent studies show that crickets are 
attracted to different fabrics that are stained with food.



Research
- Crickets are attracted to water
- Larger crickets are the ones that make the chirping noise
- Crickets have a lifespan of 90 days 
- Crickets like to eat leaves or flowers
- Crickets are awake at night and sleeping at day. 



Materials
- 10 crickets crickets
- one large container
- Drill to make air holes in the container lid
- Marker
- Eggnog, Moth Balls,Vinegar, Candy bar, Baking Soda, Hot Cheetos, Soda, 

and Irish Spring soap
- Water dish
- Vegetation for crickets to feed on



Procedure
 Step 1: Drill holes in container lid for oxygen

Step 2: Place a one TBS dish in the middle of the container for the liquid and solid 
materials to be placed in for testing

Step 3: Draw a Bullseye diagram around the centered dish that test material will 
be placed in

Step 4: add material in testing dish

Step 5: Add crickets to the container, place lid on container and evaluate how 
close the crickets come to the center dish over a 2 hour period.

Step 6: Repeat every 2 hours for each material and record results on paper



Results, Data & Graphs



Results, Data & Graphs



Conclusion
My hypothesis was correct that Crickets were more likely to be attracted to 
materials with sugar than those that did not have any sugar. According to my 
results from my experiments, they showed that materials like eggnog and soda 
had results that showed that the crickets were mostly highly attracted during the 
experiment. However items like baking soda and mothballs showed results that 
showed were mostly less attracted. No crickets really got even close to being 
highly attracted to these items. However the items with sugar they were highly 
attracted and stayed that way the whole experiment. 

Lastly I noticed the crickets prefer to stay on the edge of the container, so I had to 
move their food and water to the middle, in order to make the experiment work. 
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