
Steak or Sashimi 
Do dogs prefer raw or cooked meat



      Introduction
This project is on whether 

dogs prefer raw or cooked meat. 
There have been many tests on 
this subject but no scientific 
studies have been made that I am 
aware of.



Question and 
Hypothesis

Q: Do dogs prefer raw or 
cooked meat?

H: If I test the dogs with raw 
and cooked meat then over 
50% percent of them will 
choose cooked meat because it 
will have a better taste and 
smell..



Variables Independent variable- 
Type of meat (raw or cooked)

Dependent variable- Which 
they prefer 

Controlled variables- The 
same kind of meat per trial. 
The same amount of meat. The 
same time of meat. The same 
set of dogs. 



Materials ● A tablespoon raw and 
cooked chicken

● A tablespoon raw and 
cooked beef

● A tablespoon raw and 
cooked pork

● 3 large breed dogs
● 1 small breed dog
● Paper plates
● Data table



Procedures 1. Set one plate of raw meat and 
one of cooked meat five feet 
away from each other.

2. Bring one dog out and record 
what plate it goes to.

3. Repeat with each meat and 
record

4. Repeat steps 1-3 with each 
dog 
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Results
In the experiment the results 
were split half and half except 
for chicken where the subjects 
favored cooked meat. I think 
trends occurred because three 
out of four of the dogs have very 
similar ancestry ( all either pure 
or mostly labrador retriever). 
But this might have nothing to 
do with it and the dogs just 
preferred cooked meat.



Conclusion

My hypothesis was correct that dogs 
do prefer cooked meat. I think I got 
the results that I did because the 
dogs that I tested were used to 
eating cooked meat. If I did the 
experiment again I would probably 
test more dogs and I would test 
them more times. People can learn 
what dog food their dog will like 
better. The experiment left me 
wondering why the results were 
mostly split in half with most dogs 
eating both raw and cooked meat. I 
will find an answer by researching 
more dog behavior.



Implications for future 
         research This project is important because 

when a dog doesn't eat, people 
assume the worst, like their dog 
has some horrible illness. This 
may be the case but it the dog 
might just not like the food. I 
hope my project will help many 
dogs and people.



Bibliography/Work
s Cited

Bessent, Chris, and Kayla shoopes26. “Can Your Dog 

Eat Raw Beef?” The Simple Food Project, 22 June 

2021, 

https://simplefoodproject.com/can-dogs-eat-raw-beef/

. 

Stefan Gourmet, Stefan. “Understanding What 

Happens to Meat When You Cook It, Part 1: 

Juiciness.” Stefan's Gourmet Blog, 22 Oct. 2016, 

https://stefangourmet.com/2016/10/22/understanding-

what-happens-to-meat-when-you-cook-it-part-1-juici

ness/. 

Bernal, Danielle. “Benefits and Risks of a Raw Dog 

Food Diet.” Wellness Pet Food, 29 June 2020, 

https://www.wellnesspetfood.com/blog/benefits-and-r

isks-raw-dog-food-diet. 


