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Question

Have you ever gotten Sharpie on 

your hand? We have as well. We 

will be searching for an answer to 

the question "What gets Sharpie 

off your hand fastest and best?"



Hypothesis

Our hypotheses:

Person 1: My hypothesis is that spray-on 
sunscreen will take the Sharpie off your skin 
better than the other materials.

Person 2: I think that hand sanitizer will 
remove the Sharpie off your skin faster and 
better than the others.

Person 3: My hypothesis is that soap and water 
will remove the Sharpie fastest and best.



Materials

Sharpie/Permanent marker + Fine tip sharpie

CVS Health Sport 50 Clear Spray Sunscreen

Panrosa Instant Hand Sanitizer

Spa Naturals Coconut Oil Moisturizing Cream

Water and Soap



Procedures
Get a Sharpie or 
permanent marker

1

Draw on hand with 
Sharpie

2

Test different 
solutions (Hand 
Sanitizer, Sunscreen, 
etc.)

3

See which takes off 
the Sharpie best

4



Our Definition of 
Success

To be successful, each item should 
remove the Sharpie in less than 8 

applications.



Research

As you can see, we made a 
chart in a notebook and wrote 
down all the information we 
got. On this chart it shows the 
materials, if the material was 
successful or not, and the 
number of applications we 
used. We made a chart for the 
normal Sharpie, and the thin 
one.



Soap and Water

THICK SHARPIE:

The soap and water was a 
failure. It didn’t remove the 
Sharpie and took 8 
applications to even get close. 
We would not recommend 
using it.

FINE TIP SHARPIE:

Water and soap failed. It 
hardly removed the Sharpie 
and still took 8 applications.



Hand Sanitizer

THICK SHARPIE:

Hand sanitizer was a success. It removed the Sharpie worse than the lotion and sunscreen, but it worked. We wouldn't 

recommend it over sunscreen and lotion, but it can remove Sharpie if needed. It removed the mark in 7 applications.

FINE TIP SHARPIE:

Hand Sanitizer removed the mark fairly well. It also took 7 applications to remove the mark.



Lotion

THICK SHARPIE:

The lotion was surprisingly successful! It worked better than hand sanitizer and soap and water. However, not better than 

sunscreen. It removed the mark after 5 applications.

FINE TIP SHARPIE:

Lotion worked well on the fine tip Sharpie. It successfully removed the mark after 6 applications.



Spray-On 
Sunscreen



Results

After hours of tests, blood, 
sweat, tears, cleaning solutions, 
and Sharpie, we did it! We 
found the best solution to get 
Sharpie off your skin fastest and 
best. Drumroll please... SPRAY-
ON SUNSCREEN! If you ever get 
Sharpie on your hand or arm, 
use some spray-on sunscreen 
and a paper towel to rub it off.



Conclusion
In conclusion, this project was a success. We managed to find different 

solutions to help with this common problem. We hope this will help you 
whenever this happens to you.
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